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SUBJECT: PRESS COVERAGE OF AMBASSADOR EILTS' MEETING WITH SADAT 

1. AS ALL DIPLOMATIC OBSERVERS IN CAIRO KNOW, AMBASSADOR EILTS 
TRAVELLED TO RAS AL-HIKMA (NEAR MERSA MATRUH) AUGUST 1 1 TO CONVEY 
LATEST ISRAELI COUNTER PROPOSALS ON SINAI DISENGAGEMENT TO PRES 
SADAT. PRESS PLAY OF THIS EVENT AUG 12 IS INTRIGUING. 

2. ALL PAPERS CARRY FRONT PAGE ITEM NOTING AMBASSADOR EILTS 
DELIVERED MESSAGE TO SADAT FROM PRESIDENT FORD IN PRESENCE OF 
FONMIN FAHMY. REPORTEDLY MESSAGE INCLUDED USG VIEWS AND COMMENT 
AS WELL AS RESULT OF USG-GOI DISCUSSIONS. 

3. HOWEVER, LEAD STORY IN ALL PAPERS ANNOUNCES SADAT HELD 
IMPORTANT MEETING ATTENDED BY VP MUBARAK. PRIMIN SALIM, 

FONMIN FAHMY. AND MINWAR GAMASY. AHRAM REPORTS "EXTREMELY 
IMPORTANT POLITICAL ISSUE” WAS DISCUSSED, BUT NO PAPER DIRECTLY 
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AL-HIKMA. THIS IS FIRST TIME SINCE OCTOBER WAR THAT PAPERS 
HAVE BEEN INDIRECT IN THIS MANNER. 

4. EQUALLY INTERESTING IS PRESS PHOTO PLAY. ALTHOUGH AMBASSADOR 
TRAVELLED FROM ALEXANDRIA TO RAS AL-HIKMA IN HELICOPTER WITH 
ABOVE MENTIONED GOE OFFICIALS, PAPERS’ FEATURE PHOTO IS OF SADAT 
SHAKING HANDS WITH GAMASY WHILE MUBARAK AND SALIM LOOK ON. 
ONLY AHRAM RUNS SECOND PICTURE AS WELL, AND THIS SHOWS SADAT 
GREETING FAHMY. 

5. COMMENT: UNUSUAL REPORTAGE IS CLEARLY RESULT OF GUIDANCE 
FROM PRESIDENCY PRESS OFFICE. IN LAST AFTERNOON, PROVISIONAL 
AKHBAR HEADLINE CHANGED FROM "SADAT MEETS EILTS" TO "WITHDRAWAL 
TALKS". GOE SIGNALS ARE CLEAR. COLLECTIVE LEADERSHIP, WHICH 

WE FIRST HEAD ABOUT IN SADAT’S JULY 22 SPEECH, REPRESENTS NEW 
IMAGE PROJECTED BY GOE. ARAB WORLD IS PUT ON NOTICE THAT HARD 
DECISIONS ON DISENGAGEMENT WILL BE MADE BY SENIOR EGYPTIAN 
OFFICIALS ("NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL") AND WILL REPRESENT A 
COLLECTIVE DECISION. PERHAPS EVEN MORE SIGNIFICANT IS SIGNAL 
THAT ARMED FORCES, PERSONIFIED BY GEN GAMASY, ARE FOURSQUARE 
BEHIND PRESIDENT. 

6. DESPITE THESE GOE EFFORTS AT BUILDING PUBLIC IMAGES, HOWEVER, 
EMBASSY STRESSES THAT IN OUR VIEW HARD DECISIONS ARE STILL BEING 
MADE BY SADAT ALONE, WITH ADVICE OF HIS SENIOR POLITICAL AND 
MILITARY ADVISORS. THERE IS NEVERTHELESS, CERTAIN SPECULATION IN 
CAIRO DIPLOMATIC CIRCLES ABOUT REACTION OF ARMED SERVICES 

TO DISENGAGEMENT ARRANGEMENTS. SADAT'S COLLECTIVE 
APPROACH SEEMS DESIGNED TO DEMONSTRATE THAT 
DECISIONS IN THIS CONNECTION HAVE BROAD SUPPORT OF 
GOE LEADERSHIP, INCLUDING MILITARY. 
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